A preliminary archaeological assessment of State Route 8, from State Route 27 to Palisades Drive, Hamilton County : archaeological input for a TDOT advance planning report by Council, R. Bruce
A Report Prepared for 
Chester IDE Associates, Inc. 
5556 Franklin Road, Suite 100 
Nashville, TN 37220 
A Preliminary Archaeological Assessment 
of State Route 8, from State Route 29 to State Route 27, 
Hamilton County; Archaeological Input for a TDOT 
Advance Planning Report 
Prepared by 
R. Bruce Council, M.A. 
Consulting Archaeologist 
2584 Avalon Circle 
Chattanooga, TN 37415 
December 21, 1993 
Introduction 
In response to a request for proposal from Chester IDE Associates, an 
infrastructure design and engineering firm based in Nashville, Tennessee, a preliminary 
archaeological assessment has been prepared for a Tennessee Department of Transportation 
(TDOT) advance planning report (APR) on proposed improvements to State Route 8 from 
its intersection with State Route 29, (a divided, limited-access highway also known as a 
portion of Corridor J), north and west to its intersection with State Route 27, (or Suck 
Creek Road), Hamilton County, Tennessee. The length of the study corridor is 1.77 
miles, and this portion of S.R. 8 is a four to five lane thoroughfare. Locally, State Route 8 
is known as Signal Mountain Boulevard and serves as the principal access route to 
Chattanooga and environs for the northwestern incorporated areas of Chattanooga and most 
of the population of Signal Mountain, an incorporated township on the top of the 
Cumberland Plateau. 
The scope of work for the Archaeological Input report for the APR was described 
as follows: 
Review site survey files at the Division of Archaeology, report any 
recorded sites on a quadrangle map, field review project, and identify 
high probability areas. Prepare brief report (one to two pages), describe 
terrain and type of land use along project, and highlight sensitive areas. 
Include topographic maps. 
This report does not constitute a Phase I level archaeological survey. 
In addition to examining data on previously-recorded archaeological sites, two field 
inspections of the project area were made, the first being in the company of planners from 
Chester IDE Associates and personnel from the Tennessee Department of Transportation. 
In the course of this first field review on 22 October 1993, a meeting was held with the city 
manager of Signal Mountain, Tennessee, outlining various issues to be addressed in the 
APR. 
Archaeological Background 
The purpose of Archaeological Input for an Advance Planning Report is to provide 
a preliminary assessment of projected or possible negative impacts on buried cultural 
resources in the project area. In this instance, the probable impact area would fall, for the 
most part, within a linear corridor adjoining and subsuming the existing right-of-way of 
State Route 8. 
The project area falls within the physiographic division of the Valley and Ridge 
Province bordered on the east by the Unaka Mountain Range and on the west by the 
Cumberland Plateau. As a region, the province is characterized by numerous parallel ridge 
lines running northeast to southwest around the principal drainage system of the Tennessee 
River. Known as the Great Valley of East Tennessee, the region possesses well-watered, 
fertile valleys. 
The project area begins at the intersection of State Route 8 with State Route 29, a 
portion of the Corridor J project. Route 29 runs between two closely-spaced parallel 
ridges, the eastern being Laurel Ridge, and the western being Godsey Ridge. The western 
end of the project area is at State Route 27 or Suck Creek Road, a two-lane highway 
running along the foot of the Cumberland Plateau. Between the Laurel/Godsey Ridges and 
the Cumberland Plateau is a fertile valley a half-mile in width and drained by Mountain 
Creek. Stringers Branch, draining the narrow valley east of the LaurellGodsey ridges [and 
occupied by the township of Red Bank], passes through the project area near its eastern 
end and joins Mountain Creek on the Baylor School campus to form Baylor Lake. The 
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valley floor widens and opens into the gorge of the Tennessee River at Williams Island (see 
Figure 1). 
A duplicate state archaeological site file is maintained at the Jeffrey L. Brown 
Institute of Archaeology, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, and this site file was 
examined in detail for background information on the general project area. The Institute's 
site file was current as of 19 October 1993. A follow-up inspection of the master site file at 
the Division of Archaeology, Edmondson Pike, Nashville, was made by a senior associate 
of Chester IDE Associates on 22 December 1993, confirming that the site listings discussed 
below was complete and accurate as of that date. These examinations of the site files 
revealed no recorded archaeological sites immediately adjacent to the relevant portion of 
State Route 8. However, this review of recorded sites revealed a high density of 
archaeological sites in the valley drained by Mountain Creek. 
An intensive archaeological survey of the campus of the Baylor School in 1987 
documented a number of prehistoric and historic archaeological sites. The initiative by the 
Chattanooga Regional Anthropological Association and its two principal archaeologists, 
Major McCollough and Lawrence Alexander, brought the inventory of sites on the 
mainland area around Baylor School to twenty-three, this number including a site recorded 
by TDOT personnel in previous studies of State Route 8 (see Figure 1). The sites, 
summarized in Table 1, include prehistoric sites from the Archaic and Woodland periods, 
and historic sites including a late 18th-century Cherokee town, early 19th-century 
habitations and Civil War sites. Nearby Williams Island is widely known as an important 
locality for prehistoric sites, particularly those of the Mississippian period. 
Table 1. Summary of archaeological sites in Mountain Creek valley area adjoining State 
Route 8 (see Figure 1). 
Site Number 
40HA59 
40HA62 
40HA71 
40HA104 * 
40HA I I I ** 
40HA219 
40HA268 
40HA269 
40HA270 
401-IA271 
40HA272 
40HA273 
40HA274 
40HA275 
40HA276 
401-IA277 
40HA278 
40HA279 
40HA280 
40HA281 
40HA282 
40HA283 
40HA356  
Cultural Affiliation 
Archaic / Woodland 
Archaic / Woodland 
Woodland 
Cherokee, late 18th century 
Cherokee, Historic, early 19th cen. 
Middle to Late Archaic 
undetermined prehistoric 
Early Archaic, Woodland 
undetermined prehistoric 
undetermined prehistoric 
undetermined prehistoric 
undetermined prehistoric 
undetermined prehistoric 
Woodland 
undetermined prehistoric 
undetermined prehistoric 
undetermined prehistoric 
undetermined Historic 
undetermined prehistoric 
Historic, Civil War 
undetermined prehistoric 
Historic, non-aboriginal 
Historic, non-Indian  
Site Type 
open habitation / mound complex 
open habitation / earthen mound 
open habitation 
town 
farmstead, mill 
open habitation 
open habitation 
open habitation 
open habitation 
lithic quarry 
lithic quarry 
open habitation 
open habitation 
open habitation 
open habitation 
open habitation 
open habitation 
rural house 
open habitation 
encampment 
open habitation 
private cemetery 
house, cemetery 
* not shown on figure; encompasses Baylor Campus and additional areas on Williams Island and left bank 
of Tennessee River. Historic Cherokee town of Tuskegee. 
** not shown on figure; historic farmstead and mill under Baylor Lake. David Fields' 1820 reservation. 
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Figure 1. Recorded archaeological sites in proximity to State Route 8, from State Route 29 
to State Route 27. Sites on Williams Island are not shown. U.S.G.S./T.V.A. 
Chattanooga Quadrangle, 105-SE, 1969 edition, photorevised 1976. The four-lane divided 
highway, S.R. 29, extending north from "begin" was incomplete when the quadrangle map 
was produced. 
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These data indicate that the Mountain Creek valley is rich in archaeological sites, 
and taken as a whole, the 1.77 mile corridor documented for this APR is nominally all in a 
high-probability zone for encountering archaeological sites. A field examination of the 
corridor, however, indicates that a simple widening of S.R. 8 would be unlikely to intrude 
on undisturbed sites. The study corridor is dominated by a high degree of industrial and 
commercial "strip" development and some residential use immediately adjacent to the 
highway. Only a few, isolated areas adjacent to the highway would be amenable to Phase I 
field investigation. 
While this input for an APR on State Route 8 technically ends at State Route 
27/Suck Creek Road, it is necessary to note the presence of one recorded site a few 
hundred feet to the north, namely, 40HA356, an historic site at the Glendale Drive turn. 
The site definition encompasses the remains of historic houses apparently built in the early 
part of this century to house workmen associated with the construction of C. E. James' 
electric trolley line, the Chattanooga Traction Company. This trolley line, completed in 
October 1913, opened access to a resort hotel constructed near Signal Point on top of the 
Cumberland Plateau. In addition to the railbed and electric utility line, the right-of-way 
included a 25-foot roadbed for motor vehicles. The trolley line from Glendale to the resort 
was abandoned in 1934 (Steinberg 1975:73-74). A cemetery is contiguous to the 
housesites recorded as 40HA356, the latter being along the margins of the road north and 
south of the Glendale Drive turn. 
In the field review meeting of 22 October with TDOT personnel it was noted that 
Martha Carver of the TDOT Environmental Planning Office had determined that portions of 
Signal Mountain Boulevard may be potentially eligible for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places due to its correspondence with the Chattanooga Traction 
Company right-of-way. It is not clear what, if any, portion of Signal Mountain Boulevard 
south and east of Suck Creek Road is on the 1913 trolley right-of-way; the 1913 railbed 
south of Suck Creek Road is still in use today as an industrial spur line. It was also noted 
that the Glendale Tourist Court opposite the Suck Creek Road turnout may also be register-
eligible. Other standing structures along State Route 8 may be in excess of 50 years of age, 
having been built after the 1913 completion of the Chattanooga Traction Company line. 
Recommendations 
Improvements to State Route 8 from State Route 29 (Corridor J) to State Route 27 
(Suck Creek Road) are unlikely to intrude on significant archaeological remains when such 
improvements occur within a minimally-enlarged right-of-way. Major widening of the 
route or significant realignments may require additional cultural resource input. 
Commercial and residential development along State Route 8 has diminished the probability 
of intact, interpretable archaeological remains immediately adjacent to the existing highway 
in most of the 1.77 mile corridor. However, the highway passes through a sensitive 
archaeological zone, and undisturbed, potentially significant sites, or remnants thereof, 
may be present in undeveloped lands along the route. Consequently, final planning of 
improvements may require archaeological field reconnaissance and limited documentary 
research on small parcels of land adjoining the highway. 
Areas where Phase I field reconnaissance might be productive are limited in extent. 
At the Pineville Road/Baylor School Road interchange area some undisturbed terrain is 
present and may be impacted by proposed redesigns. The ridgeline between the roads 
might be surveyed for historic-period features, as well as the low ground around Silver 
Creek Baptist Church, a structure on the banks of Stringers Branch and now shadowed by 
the highway embankment. The margins of Mountain Creek near the Mountain Creek Road 
intersection may be amenable to survey, although some filling has obscured original 
contours and the total undisturbed area around the creek is probably miniscule. There are 
some vacant parcels of land on the north side of S.R. 8 east of Russell Avenue and adjacent 
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to Cross Street; these parcels might contain evidence of prehistoric habitations or, more 
probably, historic housesites. [This vicinity, now known as Signal Hills, was identified 
earlier in the century as Jones Station, a reference to its location as a stop on the trolley 
line.] Areas north and south of Suck Creek Road may require survey if that interchange is 
significantly redesigned. Portland Park, on the north side of Suck Creek Road, contains 
site 40HA356. The above identification of properties amenable to field reconnaissance is 
not a statement that significant sites exist on these vacant lands. 
Advance planning of improvements to this 1.77 mile corridor of State Route 8 will 
necessarily have to consider the presence of site 40HA356 between Suck Creek Road and 
the Glendale Drive turn. At Glendale Drive, State Route 8 makes a sharp 90-degree turn 
and begins climbing the slopes of the Cumberland Plateau. Widening and/or realigning this 
turn will likely have an impact on 40HA356 and nearby standing architecture or historic 
housesites potentially eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. A 
documentary research effort may be necessary to identify structures or housesites over 50 
years of age encompassed within proposed new construction areas. Lastly, should a major 
construction effort be undertaken on Signal Mountain Boulevard, planners may want to 
consider potential cultural resource impacts on nearby undeveloped properties used as 
construction staging areas. Archaeological surveys of borrow pits are, of course, already 
required. 
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